
Pastor’s page: Lent and Becoming Fully Human (Part Two) 

1. We give life to others. Because we have been blessed and gifted by God, we promise 
to use these gifts well to bring life to others. Our behavior is a response to the love of 
God that has been poured out in our hearts through Jesus Christ! 

2. Humility: the virtue of being down-to-earth about yourself. Being honest to God. It 
involves the realistic acceptance of our strengths and limitations. It is the willingness 
to be who we are, and to do what we can, cooperating with the Spirit of Love that 
has been given to us. Envy and jealousy are the results of pride. Humility allows us 
to be at peace with who we are, to love ourselves as we are, and be at peace with 
everyone. It is the virtue of self-acceptance, and the acceptance of others as they are. 

3. Not God - As human beings, we are not God. Rather we are limited and dependent. 
We are not in control and that’s a good thing. We surrender to God each day. 
Accepting this truth is humility. Pride is its opposite. Thy will be done. 

4. We are sinners. This means that we can fail to live up to our full potential. We fall 
short. We do not do the best we can in our thoughts and our actions. We can bring 
harm to ourselves and to the people around us. We need a Savior to bring 
forgiveness and healing into our lives, so that we can do better next time. The 
beginning of each Mass is the Reconciliation rite. Forgiveness of venial sins it is 
given to us by God’s merciful love. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available for 
our naming of our sins out loud to the priest, representing Jesus. If our behavior has 
alienated us from God and the church, then we need to celebrate God’s forgiving 
love, and be reconciled to Christ and the church. 

5. We can be immature, irresponsible, and judgmental. I think that we are more like 
the Cookie Monster than a demon. Most of the time we are very lovable. After all 
God sees us shining like the sun! Doesn’t Christ tell us to let our light shine? But 
sometimes we cause division and pain, and at other times we fail to speak or act in 
the way we know we could to defend and promote the lives and the dignity of others. 
When we are selfish or thoughtless, and recognize it, we turn to the Lord 
immediately for forgiveness. When sincerely asked for, God always grants it 
instantly. As we say in the Act of Sorrow as Mass begins: I’m sorry for what I have 
done, and what I have failed to do. 

6. Gratitude is the virtue that happily recognizes that everything we have received is a 
gift to be shared. God is the giver of these gifts. We are filled with joy and gratitude. 
We are especially grateful for God’s love that has been poured out in our hearts 
through Jesus Christ. That love is purely a gift from God. It cannot be earned. It 
cannot be repaid. We simply live our lives of service to others in response to it; by 
giving to others as God has given to us. As the old hymn says: “How can I keep from 
singing!” 

7. God wants all of us to be with him for all eternity. This is God’s holy will. God longs 
for us like a lover for the beloved. The only way to fall short of eternal life with God 



in heaven is by having a completely unrepentant heart. An example of this attitude 
of self-damnation and lack of repentance can be found in Milton’s “Paradise Lost” 
when the devil Lucifer says to God: I would rather reign in hell than serve you in 
heaven. Lucifer is choosing hell by his pride. God is not sending him there.  God 
does not want anyone separated from him for eternity! 

8. We do not live lives of virtue in order to gain heaven. Jesus our Lord has opened the 
gates. We have already won the kingdom of God lottery! Christ is shed his blood for 
us to set us free from our sins and from eternal death.  We know that heaven is 
God’s will for us. Heaven awaits us. 

9.  “But God proves his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.” 
(Romans 5:8) 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 


